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New Soviet Missile © 


Failed in First Flight, 


US. Officials Say 


"By Michael Getler 
‘and Walter Pincus 


Washington Post Staft Writers - 
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- The solid fuel makes such weap- 
yns easier for ground crews to han- 
Je. More important, it makes the 
missiles themselves more reliable 
and thus would give Soviet com- 
manders a higher percentage than 
before.of missiles that are always 
ready to fire. Solid-fuel missiles are 
also said to be easier to protect in 
underground silos against the blast 
_ of attacking enemy missiles. 
Virtually the entire Soviet ICBM 
arsenal of about 1,398 land-based 
missiles is now composed of liquid- 
fueled weapons, including all of Mos- 
cow's latest and most menacing 


weapons, 

All 1,000 U.S. land-based Minute- 
men ICBMs, on the other hand, are 
solid-fueled. The only liquid-fueled 
US.-missiles are 51 aging Titan II 
missiles that are now being with- 
drawn from service, in part because 
of recent accidents. 

The Soviet test came as no sur- 
prise. Moscow has had several new 
missiles in development. But the 
start of the new flight-test program, 
analysts here believe, indicates that 
Moscow will probably begin modern- 
izing its existing force of SS17 and 
perhaps SS19 missiles with a solid- 
fueled version. . 
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Under the second strategic arms 
limitation treaty (SALT II) signed 
by presidents Jimmy Carter and 
Leonid I. Brezhnev in 1979, each 
side “may flight test and deploy one 
aew type of light ICBM.” Although 
the United States never ratified that 
agreement, the Reagan administra- 
tion is abiding by it. 

Sources here say that, in accor- 
dance with SALT II, Soviet Ambas- 
sadot Anatoliy F. Dobrynin in- 
formed the State Department of the 
missile test shortly after it took 
place'and reportedly described. it as 
the orie new missile that Moscow is 
allowed under the SALT II provi- 
sions. 

‘The new Soviet test could figure 
in the developing debate on Capitol 
Hill ‘the administration’s pro- 
posed missile program. 

The Soviets have 150 SS17 mis- 
siles, each of which carries four in- 
dividual nuclear warheads. There are 
300 §S19s, each carrying six war- 
heads. The SS1%s, along with the 
still-larger SS18s, are considered 
among the most threatening to the 
US. land-based missile force. 

Under SALT II, both the SS17 
and SS19 are classified as “light” 
missiles, the classification that Mos- 
cow can modernize with one new 
missile. It is a classification that 
many American critics of SALT It 
believe does not properly describe 
the striking power of the Soviet 
weapons. Officials here are privately 
describing the new missile’s size as 
medium to heavy. Because the test 
failed so quickly, it is not known 
how many warheads the new missile 
carried. 

Sources say the Soviets coded the 
electronic signals coming from the 
missile, which also diminishes the 
information U.S. monitoring devices 
can gather. 

The Russians have had trouble 
developing solid-fueled missiles for 
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